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CLAIMS 

1 . \A method of detecting and/cr quantifying an antibody 
in a\liquid sample comprising the steps of 

(o' ) providing a mixture of a liquid phase and a two- 
component^ solid phase complex composed of (i) the antibody 



of the 



npie, 



and (ii) a reactant antibody directed 



against they sample antibody, the reactant antibody being 
1C bound to a solid particle, 

(p' } separatingX the two-component solid phase complex from 
the liquid phaseA 

{q' ) washing the \ separated two-component solid phase 
complex to remove noV- complex bound compounds, 

(r' ) adding to the \washed two-component solid phase 
complex a solution of a iligand in the form of an 

antigen, an antibody or\ aV-hapten, which is optionally 
labelled, to form a threeA^mponent solid phase complex, 



25 



(s') optionally adding to the, three-component solid phase 
complex a solution of (iv) a\ label compound to form a 
four-component solid phase comply 



30 



(t f ) separating the three- or f curv-conpcnent solid phase 



complex obtained in step (r' ) or 
the solution, 



respectively, from 



(u' ) washing the separated multi-compcVent solid phase 
complex to remove non-complex bound compounds, 



10 
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detection/measurement of the washed 



labelled multi-component complex. 

2. A method of detecting and/or quantifying an antibody 
in a j\iquid sample comprising the steps of 

(o) proViding a mixture of a liquid phase and a two- 
componentXsolid phase complex composed of (i) the antibody 
of the saWple, and (ii) a reactant antibody directed 
against the\sample antibody/ the reactant antibody being 
bound to a so\id particle, 



(p) separating fthe two -component solid phase complex from 
the liquid phase, 

15 

(q) washing the Separated two -component solid phase 
complex to remove non\pcmg>£x bound compounds, 

(r) adding tc the washecK two-component solid phase complex 
20 a solution of (iii) a ligand in the form of an antigen, an 
antibody or a hapten, wh\ch is bound to bio tin or a 
functional derivative thereoX/ to form, a -three-component 
solid phase complex, 



2 5 (s) adding to the three- component solid phase complex a 
solution of (iv) a chemiluminesceVt compound covalently 
bound to avidin, streptavidin or a Afunctional derivative 
thereof tc form a four-component sclid^phase complex, 

30 (t) separating the four-component solid phase complex from 
the solution, 



(u) washing the separated four-component \olid phase 
complex to remove non-complex bound compound (iv\, 



20 
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v) initiating a chemi luminescent reaction in the washed 
f\ur-component solid phase complex and detecting/measuring 
thA resulting chemi luminescence, if any. 

3. A Vethod of detecting and/or quantifying an antibody 
in a ljuouid sample comprising the steps of 

io f ' ) providing a mixture of a liquid phase and a two- 
10 component sVlid phase complex composed of (i) the antibody 
of the sample, and (ii) a reactanc antibody directed 
against the sample antibody, the reactant anribody being 
bound to a soiid^paramagnetic particle, 

15 (p' r ) separating kagne tically the two -component solid 
phase complex from th\ liquid phase, 



(q' ' } washing the sepaS 
complex bo remove non-comf 



two-component solid phas* 
bound compounds, 



(r r ' ) adding to the washed \two-conpcnent solid phase 
complex a solution of (iii) a \igand in -the form of an 
antigen, an antibody or a hapten, -which is bound to biotin 
or a functional derivative thereof^ to form a three- 
25 component solid phase complex, 



30 



{s'') adding to the three-component solid jshase complex a 
solution, of (iv) a cheiniluminescent compound covalenuly 
bound to avidin, streptavidin or a functionary derivative 
thereof to form a four-component solid phase complex, 



(t'') separating magnetically the four-component \solid 
phase complex from the solution, \ 
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\(u' ' ) washing the separated four-component solid phase 
complex to remove non-complex bound compound (iv), 

( V \) initiating a cheniluminescent reaction in the washed 
fourAcoxaponent solid phase complex and detecting/measuring 
the resulting chemi luminescence , if any. 



10 



4, A method according to claim 2 or 3, character! 
: e d iSn that the chemi luminescent compound is an 
acridinium \ompound. 



15 



5. A method according to any of claims 1-3 , c h a r a c t 
e r i z e d inVhat component (iii) of step {r' > , (r) or 
(r") and component (iv) of step (s' ) , (s) or (s' ' ) , 
respectively, are ^de^ in one operation. 



20 



6. A method according \t,b " any of claims 1-3, c h a r a c 
e r i z e d in zhat\ the three-component solid phase 
complex formed in szep\ (r' ) , (r) cr (r' ' ) prior to 
subjecting it to step {a') /Ms) or fs" ) , respectively, is 
washed to remove non-complex bound compounds . 



25 



7. A method or evaluating and/ or ^predicting the effect of 
a Specific Allergy Vaccination treatment: comprising the 
steps of 



30 



(h' ) determining the content of an antibody in a liquid 

sample using the following assay: 

(a r ) providing a mixture of a liquids, phase and a 
three-component solid phase complex Composed of 
(i) the antibody of the sample, (ii) a\ reactant 
antibody directed against the sample antibody, the 
reactant antibody being bound to a solid particle. 
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and (iii) a ligand in the form of an antigen, an 
antibody or a hapten, 

(b' ) separating the three-component solid phase 
umplex from the liquid phase, 

(c'\ washing the separated three-component solid 
phas<k complex to remove no n- complex bound 
compounds, 

(d' ) adcring to the three-component solid phase 
complex absolution of (iv) a label compound to 
form a f our\component complex, 



15 



20 



(e r ) separating the four-component solid phase 
complex from the\so Ijition, 



(f ) washing the ^separated four-component solid 
phase complex to rem&ve non-complex bound compound 
(iv) , 



iq r ) performing a detection/measurement of the 
washed labelled four-component complex. 



30 



(i'} determining the content of the ^aid antibody using 

the following assay: 

(ia f ) providing a mixture of a liquid phase and a 
four-component solid phase complex cWipcsed of (i) 
the antibody of the sample, (ii)\ a reactant 
antibody directed against the sample an\ibody, the 
reactant antibody being bound to a solid \articie, 
(iii) a ligand in the form of an antigen, an 
antibody or a hapten, and (iv) a label compound, 
to form a four-component solid phase complex, 
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(ib') separating the four-component solid phase 
complex from the liquid phase, 

(ic' ) washing the separated four- component solid 
5hase to remove non-complex bound compounds, 



10 
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(id/) performing a defection/measurement of the 
washed labelled four-component complex. 

(j') comparing\ the measurements obtained in step (h' ) and 



step (i f ) and using the comparison to evaluate and/or 
predict the effect of the Specific Allergy Vaccination 
treatment . 



8, A method of evaiua\i 
a Specific Allergy Va 
steps of 




/or predicting the effect of 
ation treatment comprising the 
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(h) determining the content \ of an antibody in a liquid 
sample using the following assc 

(a) providing a mixture\of a liquid phase and a 
three-component solid ph^se complex composed of 

(i) the antibody of the sample, (ii) a reactant 
antibody directed against the\sanple antibody, the 
reactant antibody being bound t\ a solid particle, 
and (iii) a ligand in the form oN: an antigen, an 
antibody or a hapten, which is bou\d to biotin or 
a functional derivative thereof, 

(b) separating the three-component s\lid phase 
complex from the liquid phase, 



42 

(c) washing the separated three-component solid 
\ phase complex zc remove ncn- complex bound 
\ compounds, 

\(d) adding to the three-component solid phase 
complex a solution of (iv) a chemi luminescent 
compound covalently bound to avidin, streptavidin 
or X functional derivative thereof to form a four— 
compoVent solid phase complex, 

<e) separating the four-component solid phase 
complex ffem the solution, 

(f) washing \ the separated four-component solid 
phase complex to remove non-complex bound compound 

(iv), 

(g) initiating a chtoi luminescent reaction in the 
washed f our-componenrv solid phase complex and 
detecting/measuring \ the resulting 
chemi luminescence, if any\ 

(i) determining the content of the said anribody using the 

following assay: \ 

(ia) providing a mixture of a liquid phase and a 
four-component solid phase complexNcomposed of (i) 
the antibody of the sample, (ii\ a reactant 
antibody directed against the sample Antibody, the 
reactant antibody being bound tcA a solid 
particle, (iii) a ligand in the form of ari antigen, 
an antibody or a hapten, which is bound tro biotin 
or a functional derivative thereof, and \(iv) a 
chemiluminescent compound covalently bound to 
avidin, streptavidin or a functional derivative 
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\ thereof, to form a four-component solid phase 

\ complex, 

\ (ib) separating the four-component solid phase 
5 \ complex from the liquid phase > 

(\c ) washing the separated four -component solid 
phoSse to remove non-complex bound compounds, 

10 (id) initiating a chemi luminescent reaction in the 

washed Nfour-component solid phase complex and 
measuring N^he resulting chemilunine scenes, if any. 

(j) comparing the measurements obtained in s-cep (h) and 
15 step (i) and using .ishe comparison ~c evaluate and/or 
predict the effect of Nzhgr\ Specif ic Allergy Vaccination 
treatment. \ [ 

9 . A method of evaluating andAor predicting the effect of 
20 a Specific Allergy Vaccination\ treatment comprising the 
steps of \ 

(h' T ) determining the content of an \ntibody in a liquid 
sample using the following assay: \ 
25 (a'') providing a mixture of a Irquid phase and a 

three-component solid phase complex composed cf 
(i) the antibody of the sample, (iiM a reactant 
antibody directed against the sample antibody, the 
reactant antibody being bound to \a solid 
30 paramagnetic particle, and (iii) a ligancl in the 

form of an antigen, an antibody or a hapten\ which 
is bound to biotin or a functional derivative 
thereof, \ 
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Co*') separating magnetically the three-component 
solid phase complex from the liquid phase/ 

(c 7 ') washing the separated three-component solid 
stfiase complex to remove ncn-ccmplex bound 
compounds , 



10 



(d' ' )\ adding to the three -component solid phase 
complex^ a solution of (iv) a chexailuminescent 
compound\ccvalently bound to avidin, streptavidin 
or a functional derivative thereof to form a four- 
component sOvlid phase complex. 



15 



(a 7 ') separating magnetically the four-component 
solid phase complex ^frcm the solution, 



20 



25 



30 



(f' f ) washing the \sfearated four-component solid 
phase complex to ramo^ non-complex bound compound 
(iv) , 

(g' ' ) initiating a chenii^minescent reaction in 
the washed four-component: soMd phase complex and 
detecting/measuring the^ resulting 

chemiluminescence, if any. 

(i'') determining the content of the said ^ltibody using 

the following assay: 

(ia f ') providing a mixture of a liquid j^hase and a 
f our-ccmponent solid phase complex composed of (i) 
the antibody of the sample, (ii) a r^actant 
antibody directed against the sample antibod^, the 
reactant antibody being bound to a &glid 
paramagnetic particle, (iii) a ligand in the f\ 
of an antigen, an antibody or a hapten, which 
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bound to blotin or a functional derivative 
thereof, ana (iv) a chemilumine scent compound 
covalently bound to avidin, straptavidin cr a 
functional derivative thereof, to form a four- 
:omponent solid phase complex, 

(iV'5 separating magnetically the four-component 
solid, phase complex from the liquid phase, 

(ic' ' }\washing the separated four-component solid 
phase toXremove non-complex bound compounds, 



13 



(id' ' ) initiating a chemiluminescent reaction in 

r-coi^one 
measuring the Requiting 



the washed f\ur-cpi$jj?onent solid phase complex and 

smiluminescence, if any. 



(j'') comparing the meaWements obtained in step (h' ' ) 
and step (i" ) and using thV comparison to evaluate and/or 
predict the effect of the \pecif ic Allergy Vaccination 
2 0 treatment- 

10. A method of evaluating and/or ^dieting the effect of 
a Specific Allergy Vaccination treatment comprising the 
steps of 

(x') determining the content of an antibody in a liquid 
sample using the method of claim 1, 

(y' ) determining the content of the said ant^ody using 
30 the following assay: 



25 



(ya' ) providing a mixture of a liquid phases, and a 
three-component solid phase complex composed of 
(i) the antibody of the sample, (ii) a reacWt 
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\ antibody directed against the sample antibody, the 

\ reacranl: antibody being bound no a solid particle, 

\ (iii) a iigand in the form of an antigen, an 
\ antibody or a hapten, which is labelled or bound 
5 \ to (iv) a label compound, to form a multi- 

\component solid phase complex, 

(yb' ) separating the mult i -component solid phase 
coiriplex from the liquid phase, 
10 \ 

(yC ) V washing the separated multi-component solid 
phase do remove non-complex bound compounds, 

(yd') persfcrming a detection/measurement of the 
15 washed labelled multi- component complex. 

{z r ) comparing the nea^rjblents obtained in step (x' } and 
step (y 7 ) and using tM comparison to evaluate and/or 
predict the effect of ci^e Specific Allergy Vaccination 
2 0 treatment. \ 

11. A method of evaluating and/ok predicting the effect of 
a Specific Allergy Vaccination o^araenc comprising the 
steps of \ 
25 \ 

(x) determining the content of an antibody in a liquid 
sample using the method of claim 2,/ \ 

(y) determining the content of the said antibody using the 
30 following assay: \ 

(ya) providing a mixture of a liquid pha\e and a 
four-component solid phase complex composedNof (i) 
the antibody of the sample, (ii) a reafctant 



r' 
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antibody directed against the sample antibody, the 
reactant antibody being bound to a solid 
particle, ( iii) a iigand in the form of an 
antigen, an antibody or a hapten, which is bound 
to biotin or a functional derivative thereof, and 
(iv) a chemiluminescent compound covaientiy bound 
avidin, streptavidin or a functional derivative 
?reof, to form a four-component: solid phase 
complex, 

(yb) separating the f our-compcnent solid phase 
complex s^om the liquid phase/ 



20 



25 



(yc) washing the separated four-component solid 
phase to remo\e non-complex bound compounds, 

[yd) initiating & £fTemiiuiriinescent reaction in the 
washed f our-comp v efcent solid phase complex and 
measuring the resulting chemi luminescence, if any, 

(z) comparing the measurement^ obtained in step (x) and 
step (y) and using the comparison to evaluate and/or 
predict the effect of the Specific Allergy Vaccination 
treatment - 

12. A method of evaluating and/or predating the effect of 
a Specific Allergy Vaccination treatment comprising the 
steps of 



30 (x' ' ) determining the content of an antibody^ in a liquid 
sample using the method of claim 3, 



(y' f ) determining the content of the said 
the following assay: 



antibody using 
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(ya' ' ) providing a mixture of a liquid phase and a 
four-component solid phase complex composed of (i) 
the antibody of the sample, (ii) a reactant 
antibody directed against the sample antibody/ the 
-eactant antibody being bound to a sci-d 
paramagnetic particle, (iii) a iigand in the form 
of\an anuigen, an antibody or a hapten, which is 
bounlsl to bictin or a functional derivative 
thereof, and (iv) a cheiui famine seem: compound 
covalenkly bound -co avidin, streptavidin or a 
functions^ derivative thereof, to form a four- 
component \oIid phase complex, 



20 



(yb'') separating magnetically the four-component 
solid phase com^-e^ fr^m £he liquid phase, 

{yc' ' ) washing i:he\\^4parated four-component solid 
phase to remove non-complex bound compounds, 

(yd' ' ) initiating a cheibiluminescent reaction in 
the washed four-component sella phase complex and 
measuring the resulting chemiruminescence, if any. 



25 (z/ f ) comparing the measurements obtained in step (x' ' } 
and step (y" ) and using the comparison to \vaiuate and/ or 
predict the effect of the Specific Ailerg^ Vaccination 
treatment . 



30 13, A method according to claim 7, 8, 9, 10, lY or 12, 
wherein step (ia' ) , (ia) , (ia" ) , (ya'), (ya) orVv 



' ) r 

respectively, is carried out by mixing components (V) and 
(ii), then adding component (iii), and finally adding 
component (iv) , if added* 
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V X4. A method according to clain 7, 8, 9, 10/ H or 12 ' 
therein step (ia' ) , (ia} , (ia"), (ya'), (ya) or (ya" ) , 
respectively, is carried out: by mixing components (1) , 
(iiVand (ill)/ and then adding component (iv) , if added. 

15. A\method according to claim 7, S, 9, 1C, 11 or 12, 
where in\t.he comparison of step \j')r (j)/ (j'')* U'), 1*3 
or U' ' )\ respectively, is carried out by calculating the 
ratio of tfte measurements obtained in the two said steps. 

16. A method according to any cf claim 7 , 5, 9, 10, 11 or 
12, wherein theNrcmparison of step (j'j, (j)/ (j f/ ), (2')/ 
(z) or {z rr ) r respectively, is carried out at a number of 
points in time at \he start cf and during the treatment 
period, and that W Sempo^ai change, which may be 
observed, is used aik f—^asLs for evaluating and/or 
predicting the effect o\fjche treatment. 

17. A method according to ci^ua 1/ characterize 
d in that the label compound i\a luminescent label, a 
cheni luminescent label, an enzymd\label, a radioactivity 
label, a fluorescent label or an a^crbance label. 

18 ♦ A method according to claim 1, c h \r acterize 
d in that the labelled ligand is labellecKby a radioactive 
atom . \ 

19. A method according to claim 1, c h a r a c\t e r i z e 
d in that the separation of the solid phase complex from 
the Liquid phase is carried out by magnetic separation, 
filtration, sedimentat i on, centrif ugatl on, chroma toVraphV 
or column chromatography. \ 
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!0. A method of evaluating the immune logical status of a 
)ject comprising the steps of 



10 



1) determining the content of an antibody in a liquid 
samplW from the subject using an immunoassay, wherein the 
reaction, between the annibody of the sample and a ligand 
in the fiorm of an antigen, an anxibody or a hapten, the 
ligand be\ng directed to the Fab region of the sample 
antibody, \s carried out in the presence of other 
constituents \f the sample to obtain a measurement 1, 



2) determining l^he concent of an antibody in the liquid 
sample using an immunoassay, wherein the reaction between 
the antibody of the\s ample and a ligand in the form of an 
15 antigen, an antibodV or a hapten, - the ligand being 
directed to the Fab Region of the sample antibody, is 
carried out in the abse^/e^qf other constituents of the 
sample to obtain a measure 

2 0 3) interrelating measurements 1 and 2 to express the 
interference and using the interference as. a parameter for 
evaluating the immunological stales of the subject* 



25 



21 - A method of evaluating the iirun^o logical status of a 
subject comprising the steps of 



3 0 



A) determining the content of an antibody in a liquid 
sample from the subject using the following^ assay protocol 
(assay A) : 

(Aa) mixing (i) the antibody of the sample\ (ii) an 
antibody directed against the Fc region of th\ sample 
antibody, the reactant antibody being bound to a\ solid 
carrier and (iii) a ligand in the form of an antigenv an 
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antibody or a hapten, the ligand being directed to the Fab 
region of the sample antibody, to Torn: a mixture of a 
irae-coiaponent solid phase complex and a liquid phase, 

(Alw contacting the three-component complex with (iv) a 
iabe\ compound tc form a mixture of a four-component 
complex and a liquid phase, 

(Ac) washing the four-component solid phase tc remove non- 
10 complex bo^nd compounds, 

(Ad) performing a detection/measurement of the washed 
labelled four-component complex zq obtain a measurement A; 

15 B) determining the\ content of the said antibody in the 
said sample using tn^ following assay protocol (assay E) : 

(Ba) mixing (i) the a\tjrS&^y/6f the sample, and (ii) a 
reactant antibody directed /against the Fc region of the 
2 0 sample antibody, the reactant antibody being bound to a 
solid carrier, to form a mixture of a two-component solid 
phase complex and a liquid phai 



25 



(Bb) washing the two-component ^eolid phase complex to 
remove non-complex bound compounds, 



30 



(Be) contacting the washed two-component solid phase 
complex with a (iii) a ligand in the fork of an antigen, 
an antibody or a hapten, the ligand being bWd to the Fab 
region of the sample antibody, and (iv} a label compound, 
to form a mixture of a £ our-componem: solid p\ase complex 
and a liquid phase, 
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(3d) washing rhe four-component solid phase complex 
Remove ncn- complex bound compounds, 

(Be\ performing a detection/measurement of the washed 
labelled four-component complex to obtain a measurement: B; 
and 



10 



(E) int^rr elating measurements A and E to express the 
interf erehce and using the interference as a parameter for 
evaluating\he immunological status of zhe subject- 



15 
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22. A meuhodXaccording to claim 21, wherein szep Ab is 
effected by adding said (iv) label compound to said 
mixture of a th^ee-ccmponent solid phase complex and a 
liquid phase in stes; Aa, 



23. A method according 



/^to^claim 21, wherein szep Ab is 



effected by washing chi? 
in step Aa to remove r 
subsequently adding said (i 
three-component complex . 



component complex obtained 
complex bound compounds and by 
label compound to the washed 



25 



24. A method according to any ds£ claims 21-23, wherein 
step Bd is effected by simultaneous incubation of said 
(iii) ligand and said {iv) label cor 
component complex. 



mound with the two- 



30 



25. A method according to any of claims \21-23 , wherein 
initially said (iii) ligand is added to the \two- component 
complex to form a three-component complex, wnsich is then 
washed to. remove non-complex bound (iii) ligancK and then 
said (iv) label compound is added to form a f our-^cmpon«nt 
complex* 
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26. V method according to any of claims 20-25, wherein the 
labe\coicpound is a Luminescent label, a cheiailuiainescent 
label \ an enzyme label, a radioactivity label, a 
fluorescent label or an absorbance label. 

27. A metWod according any of claims 20-26, wherein the 
(iii) ligand is biotinylated. 

23- A method Naccording lo claim 27, wherein the (iv) label 
compound is aXcheni luminescent compound covaientiy bound 
to avidin, st^eptavidin or a functional derivative 
thereof. 



15 



20 



25 



30 



29, A method of evaluating the iimaunc logical status of a 
subject comprising the\ sieps of 



C) determining the cone* 
sample from the subject 
(assay C) : 



antibody in a liquid 
che following assay protocol 



(Ca) mixing (i) the a:vcibod\ of the sample, (ii) an 
antibody directed against the Vc region of uhe sample 
antibody, the reactant antibody Nceing bound to a solid 
carrier and (iii) a labelled ligafcd in the form of an 
antigen, an antibody or a hapteiX the ligand being 
directed to the Fab region of the sample antibody, to form 
a mixture of a three-component solid phfesa complex and a 
liquid phase, 

(Cb) washing the three-component solid pha\e to remove 
non-complex bound compounds, 

(Cc) performing a detection/measurement of thev washed 
labelled four-component complex to obtain a measurement C; 
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ID) determining the content of the said antibody using whe 
following assay protocol (assay D) : 

5 (Da) \mixing (i} the antibody of the sample/ and (ii) a 
reactaVt antibody directed againsz the Fc region of the 
sample Vntibcdy, the reactant antibody being bound Lo a 
solid carsrier, to form a mixture of a two-component so.lid 
phase comp\ex and a liquid phase, 
10 \ 

(Db) washing\the two-component solid phase complex to 
remove non-compisax bound compounds, 

(Dc) contacting zhe -washed two-component solid phase 
15 complex with a (iii) \l labelled ligand in the form of an 
antigen, an antibody or\a hapten, the ligand being bound 
to the Fab region of the sample antibody, to form a 
mixture of a three- component /sol^id rahase complex and a 
liquid phase, \I ) 

20 

(Dd) washing the uhree-componeiA solid phase complex to 
remove non-complex bound compounds/ \ 

(De) performing a detection/measuremeVt of the washed 

2 5 labelled three-component complex to obtain a measurement 

D ; and \ 

(E) interrelating measurements C and D to express the 
interference and using the interference as a parameter for 

3 0 evaluating the immunological status of the subject .\ 



30. A method according to claim 29, wherein the labelled 
ligand is labelled by a radioactive atom. > 




31. \A method according to any of claims 20-30, wherein the 
subject to be evaluated is undergoing allergy treatment, 
allergy vaccination treatment or Specific Allergy 
Vaccination (SAV) treatment. 



32. A method of evaluating the effect cf allergy treatment 
of a subject comprising the steps cf 

10 A) determining, the content of the said antibody using the 
following assayVprotoccl (assay A) : 



(Aa) mixing (i) \the antibody of the sample, (ii) an 
antibody directed Vgainst the Fc region of the sample 
antibody, the reactaVt antibody being bound to a solid 
carrier and (iii) a lrtgand in the form of an antigen, an 
antibody or a hapten, th\ iigand being directed to the Fab 
region of the sample ant^body^ to form a mixture of a 
three-component solid phase \pmp^»^nd a liquid phase, 



15 



20 



(Ab) contacting the three-component complex with (iv) a 
label compound to form a mixture of a f cur-component 
complex and a liquid phase, 

25 (Ac) washing the four-component soiid\>hase to remove non- 
complex bound compounds, 



30 



(Ad) performing a detection/measurement \pf the washed 
labelled four-component complex tc obtain a measurement A; 



(E) using measurement A as a parameter for evaluating the 
effect of the treatment. \ 
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33 Aa method of evaluating the effect of allergy treatment 
of a\subject comprising the steps of 

(C) determining the content of the said antibody using the 
following assay protocol (assay C) : 

(Ca) mixing (i) the antibody of the sample, (ii) an 
antibody directed against the Fc region of rhe sample 
antibody, thk reactant antibody being bound to a solid 
carrier and a labelled ligand in the form of an 

antigen^ an antibody or a hapten, the ligand being 
directed to the Pab region of the sample antibody, to form 
a mixture of a thi^ee- component solid phase complex and a 
liquid phase, 

(Cb) washing the thr^e-compcnent solid phase to remove 
non-complex bound compounds, 



25 



30 



(Cc) performing a de tec L^.on/me§surement of the washed 

k4x tp obtain a measurement C; 



2C labelled four-component camp: 

(E) using measurement C as a 
effect of the treatment. 



34. A method according to claim 
subject to be evaluated is undergo 
treatment or Specific Allergy 




aluatina the 



wherein the 
vaccination 
treatment . 



35. A method according to any of claims 3JV34, wherein the 
evaluation in step E) is carried out at a nkmber of points 
in time at the start of and during the treatment period, 
and that any temporal change, which may be Observed, is 
used as a basis for evaluating and/or prea^cting the 
effect of the treatment- 
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anv of claims 20-34, wherein the 



claim 35, wherein the carrier is 



any of claims 20-36, wherein the 
.fic IgE. 



